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Following the SARS outbreak in 2003, the major &étseposed by avian flu and the recent
A(H1IN1) 2009 pandemic, the Institut Pasteur Intdomal Network (IPIN) in the Asia-Pacific
region has reacted promptly. IPIN has underlinegl ithhportance of on-site surveillance of
emerging diseases and the critical aspect of hagtiiese diseases in a targeted manner to protect
local populations and limit the risk of worldwidpread. To better face this global health threat,
IPIN has implemented, together with local governteeand other academic institutions, number
of regional coordinated actions that have beenegfigally oriented towards research, public
health and capacity building.

The Symposium on “Surveillance and Discovery in fRasory and Other Emerging
Diseases”, organized by the Institut Pasteur latgonal Network in the Asia-Pacific region,
marked the conclusion of one of our flagship prgeS8ISEA Gurveillance and nvestigation of
Epidemics in SouthEast Asia). This project was a public health-orientedtiative mainly
supported by the French Development Agency (AFDI], dso by the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPRnwite U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (DHHS).
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The main objective of SISEA and the HHS/ASPR prigjewas to contribute to the
improvement of detection and response capabilitidace of emerging pathogens with epidemic
potential in South-East Asia, by setting-up a labany-based surveillance and investigation of
acute respiratory diseases in 4 countries of tigeome(China, Laos, Vietnam, and Cambodia).
This project was implemented by a three-prongedraami that consisted in: (i) setting up
sentinel sites for field surveillance (district anglgional hospitals), (ii) increasing laboratory
diagnostic capabilities (adapted diagnostic toold gaining of technicians, doctors, nurses, etc.)
and (iii) advising the national authorities for paeedness and readiness to outbreaks.

The present workshop aimed to be a forum for Paststitutes and their partners in the
Asia-Pacific Region to discuss major advances aaplsgn the understanding of emerging
infectious diseases. Major achievements of thesgegqs were presented and their impact was
discussed.

There were 180 participants from various natiomal eenowned international institutions,
including the delegation of directors and reseaxifeom the Institut Pasteur International
Network in the Asia-Pacific region (PR China, Hokgng, Vietnam, Lao PDR, Korea, New
Caledonia and Cambodia), staff from the Internatiddivision of Institut Pasteur (France) as
well as representatives from: U.S Department ofltHeand Human Services, World Health
Organization (WHO) Geneva, WHO Cambodia, WPRO ManlS CDC (Cambodia), REDI
Center (Singapore), RIKEN (Japan), Wellcome Trusao( PDR and Vietnam), UNICEF
(Cambodia), PATH (Cambodia), Hong Kong Universit§¢rieux Foundation, National Public
Health Laboratory of Singapore (Ministry of Healdr)d many others who attended this meeting.
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The opening of the workshop on May”291as presided by His Excellency Mr Mam
Bunheng, Ministry of Health of Cambodia and His Elency Mr Christian Connammbassador
of France, in the presence of the Deputy Directothe General Administration Prevention
Medicine of the Ministry of Health of Vietham, Mfran Thanh DuongHigh rank personalities
included Ambassadors of Australia, Laos, Sweden Wienam, representatives of French
Embassies in Thailand and PR China as well as geptatives from Cambodian public
institutions such as the University of Science Hiedlth, Department of Health in Cambodia.

The opening ceremony was followed by a keynotaitedrom Dr Chin-Kei Lee, the Head
of the Emerging Disease Surveillance and Responsé ftbm the Regional Office for the
Western Pacific of the World Health Organization.

The event was covered by national television angispapers. At the
press conference, His Excellency Mr Mam Bunheng, @ambodian
Minister of Health, praised this International Syssjum for focusing
on the strategy to respond to public health thrédeéstherefore felt this
symposium was extremely important and apprecidtedadded that
the Cambodian Prime Minister, His Excellency Mr Sedan, paid
particular attention to this issue when A(H1N1)2@8erged and was
grateful to the French Cooperation for its assistan the development
of human resources and materials in the healtloisect
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| ‘9 - Dr Marc Jouan, Secretary General of the IPIN,
emphasized that both SISEA and HHS/ASPR projects
allowed collecting crucial information on respimato
infections and emerging viruses for health authesitof
partner countries in the region. This effort enahiegional
comparison of data and will prove useful for future
{ surveillance, which is probably the best way tovpre and

. detect the emergence of the infectious pathogerks tan
monitor the impact of public health measures.

Surveillz

The representative of World Health Organization (@JHin :
Cambodia, M. Pieter Van Maaren, added that thigathie by Institut |
Pasteur is very important as it reviews the emergensf the infectious
diseases in the South-East Asia region with theridmtion of leading
scientists and policy makers. He underlined theoitgmce of training*
competent staff to be able to detect and preveeatsjread of novel "
epidemics. y

The press conference was closed by Mr. Raul Sotomdye
representative of CoAg program (Pasteur Instituteop@rative
Agreement), which has been funded since 2006 by th8.
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS)/ASHR
illustrated the success of the cooperation butgeieed that continuing
education and training of public health staff inked in influenza
surveillance activities is still necessary. Therefciting the need for
further resources, he encouraged that support feormariety of
stakeholders should be secured in order to strengbtiuman capital
participation in national health programs relateceierging diseases
but also to sustain the skills and competencigaubfic health workers
enabling them to perform in an evolving public hie@nvironment..
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To conclude, the international symposium contriduie share knowledge since lessons
were learnt concerning the set up of surveillane®varks and preventive measures applied in
collaboration with the respective Ministries of HHeaAs mentioned above by our honored guest,
this international symposium has been helpful s tkgion of utmost importance to promote
further collaborations. Finally a way forward wasitimed implicating scientists, health
authorities, universities, NGOs and training ins&mactive at the regional level for the benefit of
local populations.

A special thanks to the AFD and DHHS for their urdhing support during these years
and their invaluable contribution. We also thank sponsors: IPIN, DKSH, Sanofi Pasteur and
Roche for supporting this challenging event.
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